Many Views on DManvy Subjects.

OLD FREE QUAKER SOCIETY.

It Still Bxists and Works in Philadel-
phia Charities. J

' To the Editor of The New York Times:

I noted something which appeared in
TR NEw YOrRE Trues on Sunday, March
'8, Page 6, under the heading * Salo of
' Quaker Reoords.”” Whait attracted my at-
tention principally was the following:
“ The last of these interesting broadsides
is dated Philadelphia, Oot. 7, 1782, and 1s
an answer to a petition to the General
Assembly of Pennsylvania, made by Isaao
Howell and White Matlack, attacking the
civil rights and liberties of the Quakers
of Philadeiphia.”

It may be of interest to the readers of
TR TIiMES to know that in 1782 Isaac
Howell and White Matlack were no longer
assoclated with the body of the Soclety
‘of Quakers in Philadelphia, having left
that organization the year previous to
the publication of the above mentioned
broadside. '

. They, together with Samuel Wetheril),

(who was thelr preacher and leader,) had
been disowned by the original body of
Quakers for the followlng reasons: ‘For
~having glven allegiance to the Btate in
'compliance with the laws. For holding
office under the State and under the
United States. For bearing arms in the
defense of our invaded country, although
the laws of the BState enjoined and re-
quired it of us, and for the payment of
taxes required by the law.”

The persecution of these and other loyal
Quakers by their fellow-membars led to
the formation of an entirely separate and
distinct Boclety of Friends on Feb. 20,
1781. SBamuel Waetherill, who was the
. head offender, was their leader, glving
to the sodiety a plot of ground at the
corner of Fifth and Arch Streets for a
 meeting house, where religious gatherings
~werea held during that stormy period.

The ¥ree Quaker Soclety (as It was
called) stlll exists, no longer as a relig-
ious, but as a philanthropic body, using
the revenues of the soclety for chari-
table work in Philadelphia. These ¢ F'ree
Quakers ” hold e yearly meeting in the
'original church bullding every Novembaer,
.at which time upward of two hundred
members assemble together, all of them
Free Quakers by birthright, the majority
(of which I em one) being direct descend-
ants of Samuel Watherill of Revolutionary
tfmes.

. MARGARETTA W. WALLACH.
\ New Brighton, B. I., March 9, 1008,
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